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Open Letter to the Bala Community

W
eare writing this letter on
behalf of Swift River Energy
Limited to the residents of the
community of Bala, to inform

them that after four years of public and
stakeholder engagement, and of satisfying the
painstakingly detailed provincial and federal
scientific and engineering review of the North
Bala Small Hydro Project environmental
assessment, we have been left with little
choice but to abandon the generally preferred
Option 2 plan and pursue the re-development
on the Ministry’s originally offered Option 1
site.
Swift River’s team submitted the original

Option 1 plan to the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) in 2005 in response to
MNR’s open invitation for applications
to re-develop the Bala site, and were
ultimately the successful applicant. After
an initial presentation and feedback from
the community in 2007, however, our team
spent extensive time and effort to redesign
the project into what is now known as the
Option 2 plan. Those changes were made to
specifically accommodate the community’s
requests to maintain greater public access
to the south shore of the Bala Falls; to
improve the appearance of the facility;
and to incorporate a public park area atop
of the facility that the whole community
would enjoy. It was clear to all involved that
this improved Option 2 plan would only be
possible with the agreement of the Township
of Muskoka Lakes (TML) and the District
Municipality of Muskoka (DMM) to lease the
required lands to Swift River. In 2008, TML
and DMM agreed, through resolutions in
council, that this was an acceptable plan.
However, the Oct. 2010 municipal election

saw a new TML council elected, led by Mayor
Alice Murphy. Mayor Murphy has made
no secret of the fact that she is opposed to

seeing any waterpower development at the
site for which her property is located directly
opposite. However, in a last ditch effort to
try to work with the new mayor and council,
Swift River committed this last year to try to
achieve some compromise or agreement with
the Township in this matter - with no success.
Therefore, at this late stage, we have been

left with little choice but to pursue the re-
development on the MNR’s original Option 1
site, located entirely on Crown lands for which
we have Applicant of Record Status (the
location of the original waterpower facility).
This scenario requires no lease agreement
with TML.
Swift River remains committed to becoming

a socially and environmentally responsible
member of the Bala community. Our team will

continue to maintain an open dialogue and
work with the residents and businesses and to
ensure construction is orderly and considerate
of the issues. Our goal remains to ensure that
this new green energy facility will be one
in which the Bala community can again be
proud.
Swift River will be announcing the next

steps in the process in the coming weeks.
Thank you for your understanding.

Respectfully,
Anthony Zwig, President and
JohnWildman,
Vice Chair
(www.balafalls.ca)

Option 1: Crown Land, next to the Falls.

Option 2: Municipal Land, 100 feet away from the Falls.

Anniversary, birthday, family gathering,
retirement. Do you have a reception,
party or special gathering coming up?

Why not rent

The Turner Centre
Conveniently located at 120 Taylor Road, Bracebridge

Accommodation for various sized groups up to 150 people.
Full kitchen facilities, reasonable rates.

120 Taylor Road, Bracebridge 646-1803
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BY ALLYSON SNELLING
Archie Howard has given a lot to 

the Gravenhurst Lions Club over the 
years, but has also reaped the personal 
rewards of volunteering with the ser-
vice club.

Upon moving to Gravenhurst 23 
years ago, Howard joined the Lions 
in hopes of making new friends in the 
community.

“Coming to a community where I 
only knew four people, it was a great 
thing to get involved with the Lions 
here,” he said. “It gave me a lot of 
friends and some things to do.”

When Howard moved to Gravenhurst 
from Iroquois Falls, where he had 
served 20-plus years as a Lion, he 
knew he didn’t want to quit the organ-
ization.

“When you’re in it for a while, you 
get used to it, even if they don’t get 
used to you,” he laughed. “When I look 
back, it started as a social thing, but as 
I got more involved I could really sink 
in to what they’re there for.”

On Oct. 22, Howard and other 
Gravenhurst Lions will celebrate the 
club’s 65 years of community service. 
The club received its charter on Nov. 
11, 1946. There were 16 charter mem-
bers, including president Bill Houston, 
at that time.

A social takes place at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner at 7 p.m. at Regatta 
Steak and Seafood Grille. Past and 
neighbouring Lions are welcome to 
attend the event, which includes spe-
cial guest Lion Ray Charbonneau, 
Multiple District A historian.

In addition to the club’s anniversary, 
Howard will celebrate his own 50th 
anniversary as a Lion in February.

“I feel the Lions do a great deal here, 
a lot of which we don’t talk about,” he 
said. “If people know we’re here, they 
can come to us. If we can help, that’s 
great, that’s what we’re here for.”

The Lions Club of Graven hurst con-
sists of 52 men and women from all 
walks of life who share a common 
vision of helping people, not only with-
in the community, but also around the 
world.

Each member has a different reason 
for joining the service club.

Fred Collins became a member in 
the 1990s after his wife convinced 
him to foster a hearing ear dog named 
Cricket through the Lions Foundation 
of Canada.

“I had a tour of the facility in Oakville 
and I got involved after that,” said 
Collins.

Being a Lion has also been a reward-
ing experience for many life members 
including George White, who served as 
secretary of the club for more than half 
of its existence and will celebrate his 
60th anniversary as a Lion in April.

The club also continues to attract 
new members like Scott Slater, who 
joined the Lions over a year ago.

“I wanted to help those less for-
tunate,” said Slater. “I didn’t want 
to become a part of something if I 
couldn’t devote 100 per cent of myself 
to it. As my kids grew up I found I had 
the time to dedicate.”

Slater said he is amazed by the num-
ber of people he knew from the com-
munity and the great mentors that 
exist within the local Lions.

“They’re not there to force anything 
upon you,” said Slater. “They’re there 
to help you start learning.”

The Gravenhurst Lions have donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and 
untold hours in service to people and 
organizations over more than six dec-
ades.

From used eyeglass collections to 
guide dogs for the blind and visual-
ly impaired, and wheelchair vans to 
global disaster relief, the Gravenhurst 
Lions have been committed to the 
community, even building the Lions 
Pavilion at Muskoka Wharf.

The organization has progressed with 
the times, providing an annual summer 
flag program to promote patriotism 
and beautification of the main street, 
and hosting driver reviver stations to 
help keep people safe on the roads.

There is a long list of major projects 
the local Lions have been involved in.

During the 1950s, the Gravenhurst 
Lions Club provided the first resusci-
tator and the first diving equipment to 
the Gravenhurst Fire Department.

The club has funded significant 
improvements in Gull Lake Rotary 
Park in addition to playground equip-
ment at various parks.

The Gravenhurst Lions has sup-
ported other organizations through 
investments in the local scout hall, 
library, hospital and arenas, to name 
a few. 

The club has also consistently assist-
ed the Salvation Army and all minor 
organizations in Gravenhurst, in addi-
tion to countless individuals and fam-
ilies along the way.
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LONGTIME LION. Lion Archie Howard cel-
ebrates his 50th anniversary as a Lion in 
February. He has been a member of the 
Gravenhurst Lions for 23 years. (Photo by 
Allyson Snelling)

LIONS SERVICE. Lion Fred Collins is proud 
to be a member of the Lions Club of 
Gravenhurst. His experience fostering a 
hearing ear dog led him to join the service 
club. Panda, an American Eskimo Sheltie 
cross, has been with him for 13 years after 
he was rejected as a service dog. (Photo by 
Allyson Snelling)
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