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Muskoka Official Plan

“… a strategic document that… a strategic document that 
addresses issues of a broad 
nature. It consists of a set of 
policies that will help guide 
the economic, environmental 
and community buildingand community‐building 
decisions …
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Muskoka is world‐class

National Geographic ranked Muskoka #1 in their “10 BestNational Geographic ranked Muskoka #1 in their  10 Best 
Trips of Summer 2011”
• A world‐wide 
ranking, included 
Patagonia in 
Argentina and the 
Azores in Portugal

• Muskoka’s 
waterfalls andwaterfalls and 
shorelines are 
specifically 
mentioned

“shoreline”“natural”“waterfalls”

mentioned 
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Publically‐accessible shorelines and waterfalls

Then Muskoka was included inThen Muskoka was included in 
their “Best of the World 2012”
• Along with the fjords of Iceland and 
central Africa’s Virunga Volcanoes

• Again, the waterfalls and shorelines 
are specifically mentionedp y

“shoreline”

“waterfalls”
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Development threats

While Muskoka has:While Muskoka has:
• Much shoreline, but most is privately owned
• Many waterfalls, but many are inaccessible

S d l t l th t thiSome development proposals threaten this non‐
renewable resource
• For example, the proposed generating station at the Bala Falls p , p p g g
would:

Make over 500' of the only publically‐accessible shoreline in the area 
too dangerous to access
– People come to Muskoka to touch the water (they can look at it on 
the Internet)

Take over 94% of the water from both falls
– People won’t come to see dry rocks where the falls used to be
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Muskoka Official Plan

Section F of the Muskoka Official Plan recognizesSection F of the Muskoka Official Plan recognizes 
heritage, historical, and scenic value
• But provides little guidance on appropriate use

Muskoka’s publically‐accessible shorelines and waterfalls 
and the areas around them should be better protected
• They are a non‐renewable resourceThey are a non renewable resource

The District needs to be able to enforce this
• We cannot depend on the province for such protectionp p p

The Ontario Municipal Board recognizes and accepts 
Official Plans as good and current planning
• Official Plans influence OMB decisions
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Muskoka Official Plan

Due to their economic importance, the Official PlanDue to their economic importance, the Official Plan 
should identify as valuable resources to be maintained 
and protected all of Muskoka’s:
• Waterfalls

Adequate scenic flow of water over waterfalls throughout all seasons
Maintaining the natural beauty surrounding them

• Publically‐accessible shorelines
Ensuring this non‐renewable resource is not lost to development

Some development proposals may involve land underSome development proposals may involve land under 
control of other levels of government
• It is still useful to document local planning desires and intentions
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Bala Falls 8 of 12



Publically-accessible
shoreline Too dangerous to access shorelines

Privately-owned 
shoreline

Developer would make 500' of publically‐accessible shore line too dangerous to access
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Publically-accessible
shoreline

Development would make publically-
accessible shoreline too dangerous to access

Privately-owned 
shoreline

Developer would make 500' of publically‐accessible shore line too dangerous to access
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People visit Muskoka to see the falls …
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… and to safely access the water

We need to ensure this is always possible
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