Proposed Hydro-electric Generating Station at the Bala Falls
Approvals still needed from both the MNRF and MOECC
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Summary
 The proponent’s proposed construction still requires
approval from both the MNRF and MOECC
• And it appears the proponent would not comply with previously
granted approvals
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MOECC, environmental assessment
 Final environmental approval was granted
January 23, 2013
 But they would not comply with it:
• For example, the Moon River would be dangerous
outside of the proposed downstream safety boom

 They have made significant changes:
• Their new upstream cofferdam plan would
threaten crucial infrastructure
• Stakeholders have not been informed
“Swift River Energy must implement the Project in
the manner it was developed and designed, as set
out in the Environmental Screening Report …”
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MOECC, ECA
 Proponent still requires
an Environmental
Compliance Approval
from the MOECC
• Their current plans show
construction equipment
located where not
permitted due to
commitments to both the
Township of Muskoka
Lakes and the MNRF

Construction crane
obstructing flow through
Bala north dam

Settling tanks in Don’s
Bakery parking lot
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MNRF, Phase 1 Plans and Specifications
 Received approval for Phase 1 Temporary
Works (such as the proposed upstream
cofferdam) on April 17, 2015
• But they would not build according to this approval
as they have since made significant changes to
their proposed upstream cofferdam
• These changes would threaten crucial public
infrastructure, and the public has not been
informed

“This approval is given ONLY to the proposed
works shown and/or described on the following
documents prepared by WSP Canada Inc. …”
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MNRF, Phase 2 Plans and Specifications
 Proponent does not have approval to build their
proposed generating station
• Phase 2, Permanent Works, Plans and Specifications approval,
under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, from the MNRF
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Summary
 The proponent’s proposed construction still requires
approval from both the MNRF and MOECC
• And it appears the proponent would not comply with previously
granted approvals

 It is time to ask that no further approvals be issued until
the proponent shows they could operate their proposed
generating station safely
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