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Concerns

Property infringements
1) Cofferdam guy‐wire rock anchors and foundation concrete
2) Suspended pipe over District land and riverbed
3) Damage to District fence

Environmental non‐compliance
1) Not using four settling tanks, no way to test discharge water
2) Continued to pump untreated water overflowing onto2) Continued to pump untreated water overflowing onto 

Precambrian Shield parking lot

Risks District would be facilitating
1) Guy‐wire post could fail
2) Electrical cable electrocution risk
3) Highway bridge support pier foundation) g y g pp p
4) Pipe has not been pressure‐tested
5) Pipe could leak PCBs
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Land ownership
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District’s public notice

District’s public notice, August 21, 2017:District s public notice, August 21, 2017:
• “We expanded beyond the standard permit 
conditions to ensure enhanced measures were 
in place for the protection of publicin place for the protection of public 
infrastructure,”

• “all permit requirements have been met”
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Commissioner’s presentation

Commissioner of Engineering and Public WorksCommissioner of Engineering and Public Works 
presentation, August 23, 2017:
• “Obtain District approval for changes to engineering plans”
• “Certified engineering drawings required for all infrastructure• “Certified engineering drawings required for all infrastructure 
prior to the commencement of construction”

• “Cofferdam: Not on District lands”
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Proponent’s drawing for approval
C ff d  t  

Cofferdam rock 
h  t  

Cofferdam not on 
District property

anchors not on 
District property

Neglects to show 
required dewatering q g

pipe infringement

Does not shown any infringement on District property
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Cofferdam poured concrete footing

October 22, 2017, pumped 
six cement mixers of 

Foundation is all on 
District’s side, as 

Infringement 1: 
Cofferdam foundation

six cement mixers of 
concrete into north channel 
as foundation for cofferdam

District s side, as 
proponent needs to 

excavate this side
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Cofferdam guy‐wires

l f h

Infringement 2: 
Cofferdam guy-wires

Angle of guy-wires shows 
they are anchored under 

District’s bridge
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Suspended pipe and electrical cable

Infringement 3: Suspended 
pipe and electrical cable

d d d l lSuspended pipe and electrical 
cable is over District road 

allowance and riverbed
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Suspended pipe and electrical cable

Infringement 3: Suspended 
pipe and electrical cable

Proponent’s suspended 
i  d l t i l bl  i  pipe and electrical cable is 

over both the District’s 
riverbed and road 

allowance

District 30' road allowance
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District’s fence 

Infringement 4: Damage to 
District’s fence

Proponent’s suspended pipe and 
l t i l bl  i   b th th  electrical cable is over both the 

District’s riverbed and road 
allowance

Proponent appears to have 
dismantled part of District’s 
fence

Electrical cable installation must 
be approved by Electrical Safety 

Authority, including grounding 
fence and using ground-fault 

circuit interrupter
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MOECC requires discharge water to be tested daily

Environmental 1: Not 
testing discharge water

Proponent did not provide means to obtain sample 
of discharge water, even though MOECC approval 
requires they test this discharge water daily.

Discharge pipe exits filter tank 
with no access for testingg

Water is discharged directly to south channel
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Proponent not complying with MOECC approval

Proponent’s Environmental 
Environmental 2: Non-compliant and 
inadequate water treatment resulted 

in week-long unauthorized spill 

Compliance Approval (ECA) from 
MOECC requires:
• Water pumped from proposed

Also: proponent’s settling tanks were on District 
property, and were contaminated with insecticides.

Overflowing untreated 
water formed iciclesWater pumped from proposed 

construction site to be treated
But they kept working and pumping 
while under‐capacity system overflowedwhile under capacity system overflowed 
into Precambrian Shield parking lot
– This water drains onto District land
Four settling tanks requiredg q
– None last week, one currently

• Daily water testing
But they have no way to do this

• Reporting of unauthorized spills
But they did not
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Cable suspension method

Strong wind on 200' long suspended pipe and cable

Risk 1: Cable suspension 
method appears dangerous

Strong wind on 200 ‐long suspended pipe and cable 
could cause support post to be pushed over, causing:
• Injury
• Electrocution
• Untreated water spill

Design must beDesign must be
approved by a P. Eng.

Suspended pipe cable is 
supported by steel post
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North bridge support piers

Proposed intake would be 

Risk 2: Damage to 
north bridge

Has testing of riverbed showed 
close to both north bridge 

support piers

Has testing of riverbed showed 
that proposed excavation would 

not damage highway bridge

Moon River
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Land ownershipElectrical equipment 
containing PCBs could 

be buried

Risk 3: Pipe has not been 
pressure-tested, and there 
could be PCB contamination

Moon River

Cofferdam North bridge over north channelDistrict road allowance

Proposed 
construction site

Township’s Portage 
Landing

Lake Muskoka

South bridge over 
south channel

Precambrian Shield
parking lot

Owned by MNRF, 
Township has Licence 
of Occupation

Infringing section of suspended 
pipe and electrical cable

Yellow: MNRF
Green: District
Cyan: Township
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Requests

Proponent has repeatedly shown they:
• Have no regard for other’s property rights
• Only honour their commitments when forced
• Have caused, and risk even worse, environmental damage

We request their permits be suspended until:
• Cofferdam foundation and rock anchors are confirmed by a 
surveyor to not be on District propertysurveyor to not be on District property

• They comply with the MOECC’s ECA as issued
• Confirmed that PCBs would not be pumped through pipe
Pi h b t t d• Pipe has been pressure‐tested

• P. Eng. sealed drawings provided for their pipe suspension method
• Electrical cable installation approved by Electrical Safety Authority

f d ld d h b d• Confirmed excavation would not damage north bridge piers
• Correct drawings have been submitted to the District
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