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Update and FeedbackUpdate and Feedback
What started this?

Update and FeedbackUpdate and Feedback

Who is the proponent?
Who are we?
What is the plan?
What have we been doing?What have we been doing?
What happens next?
What can you do?
Feedback
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What Started This?What Started This?
Ministry of Natural Resources

What Started This?What Started This?

• Competitive Site Release
Owns land south of Bala’s North Falls
Site was the previous location for a power stationSite was the previous location for a power station

• Applicant of Record
Swift River Energy Limited (http://BalaFalls.ca)
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Who is the Proponent?Who is the Proponent?
Swift River Energy Limited

Who is the Proponent?Who is the Proponent?

• Board of Directors includes:
Anthony Zwig, Chief Executive Officer, Chairman
Paul Fisher Secretary & Vice ChairmanPaul Fisher, Secretary & Vice Chairman
John Wildman, Vice Chairman
Ian Baines, Chief Operating Officer

P j M• Project Manager
Karen McGhee

• Consultants includeConsultants include
Hatch Limited
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Who Are We?Who Are We?
• Brad Burgess

Who Are We?Who Are We?

• Mark Gidley
• Jeff Mole• Jeff Mole
• Alice Murphy

ll k• Bill Purkis
• Mitchell Shnier
And many other volunteers
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The SiteThe Site
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The SiteThe Site
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What is the Plan?What is the Plan?
Option 1
• Initially proposed by SREL

• May not have been possible (intake too small no room• May not have been possible (intake too small, no room 
for construction equipment, blasting close to north 
dam, room for maintenance vehicles …)
• This is important – what are SREL’s options if not Option 2This is important what are SREL s options if not Option 2

Option 2
• Current SREL proposalp p

33 times more power than the Burgess Creek power 
station and 14 times more power than the power 
station previously at Bala’s North Fallsp y

Options 3 and 4
• Suggested by us, in the South Channel
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Option 1Option 1Option 1Option 1
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Option 2 Option 2 –– As ProposedAs Proposed
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Safety and AppearanceSafety and Appearance
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Tradgedies HappenTradgedies Happen
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There Is Too Much We Don’t KnowThere Is Too Much We Don’t Know

• Appearance

• Safety concerns

Revenue sharing / royalty• Revenue sharing / royalty

• Scenic flow

• An independent evaluation of the South 
Channel options
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What Have We Been Doing?What Have We Been Doing?
Discussions with municipal Councillors

gg

Presentations to Township and District Councils
Discussions with other groups, such as the 
Moon River Property Owners Association and the 
Muskoka Lakes Association
Conversations with SREL, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Transport Canada, Fisheries and 
Oceans CanadaOceans Canada …
Communication with media, e-Newsletters, the 
web siteweb site
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First Reaction First Reaction –– Just Say NoJust Say No
Initially hoped project could be stopped
• But Ontario needs more electrical power (and p (

renewable sources are best) and infrastructure jobs
• Could try to stop the power station

B t t lik l t ld b l ith tBut most likely outcome would be approval without 
local input

More constructive to ensure Balance for BalaMore constructive to ensure Balance for Bala
• Work with the established process to ensure what is 

important to Bala (safety, economy …) is included in 
evaluating the options

• Balance private developer’s profits with Bala’s 
economy and public safetyeconomy and public safety
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South Channel South Channel –– Is It An Option?Is It An Option?
Was not part of the MNR site release because 
MNR doesn’t own suitable land in the South 
Channel
• But South Channel is considered part of the “site”

d h h d bl l d• And the District/Township does own suitable land 
in the South Channel

The Bala Falls Road bridge and the Canadian Shield 
parking lot

Initially thought only North Channel avoided 
b dj l d dconcerns about adjacent land owners and 

riparian rights
• Not likely an issueNot likely an issue
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The South ChannelThe South Channel
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South Channel AdvantagesSouth Channel Advantages
Safety
• Dangerous water intake is not near town dock or path to it
• No 18' platform above the Moon River• No 18  platform above the Moon River
• No new dangers at the North Falls or the channel to it

VisibilityVisibility
• Not visible from the North Falls or Bala Bay
• No new safety booms adjacent to the town docks
• No safety fence around the North Channel or lookouty

Economic
• Less impact on traffic
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South Channel ChallengesSouth Channel Challenges
SREL has stated they will not build in the South Channel

h d d d h d h

South Channel ChallengesSouth Channel Challenges

• SREL has not provided any data as to why not or any evidence that 
this alternative has been seriously considered

• Have been trying for months to meet with SREL to find out why
We may have a meeting next week (thank you Mary Grady)We may have a meeting next week (thank you Mary Grady)

May not maximize profitability to SREL
• Looking for Balance in the community, green power plus green lands

Construction logistics to be fully vetted
• Right now is a crucial time to provide our input and concerns 
• Our children and grandchildren will be living with the resultsOur children and grandchildren will be living with the results
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Option 3Option 3Option 3Option 3
Option 3
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Option 4
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What Happens Next?What Happens Next?
Environmental Screening Report

What Happens Next?What Happens Next?

• Was expected to be released months ago
• Apparently release has been delayed due to 

heightened interest from ario s Ministries as ellheightened interest from various Ministries as well 
as Fisheries and Oceans Canada in response to the 
ongoing communication of public concern

• Once the report is released we will have only 30 
days for public input
• SREL has been asked to extend this, but have notSREL has been asked to extend this, but have not

• SREL has declined to release even selected 
information in advance

E h h id li hi• Even though guidelines suggest this
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What You Can Do What You Can Do -- ElevationElevation
The Environmental Screening Report currently 
awaited is part of the Ministry of the

What You Can Do What You Can Do ElevationElevation

awaited is part of the Ministry of the 
Environment’s “Fast Track” process
The first step to stop the project or haveThe first step to stop the project or have 
alternative sites considered is to request an 
“elevation”elevation
• By requesting that the project be made subject to 

“Part II of the Environmental Assessment Act”
• Called an “Individual Environmental Assessment”
• Request must be made within the 30-day public 

consultation period after the ESR is releasedconsultation period after the ESR is released
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What You Can Do What You Can Do –– PetitionPetition
Minister of the 

What You Can Do What You Can Do PetitionPetition

Environment can 
also request an 
elevationelevation
• Please sign the 

petition requesting p q g
this
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What You Can Do What You Can Do –– DonateDonate
We will need to hire legal and engineering 

What You Can Do What You Can Do DonateDonate

experts:
• To provide input for responding to the 

Environmental Screening ReportEnvironmental Screening Report
• To help prove our claims during the Individual 

Environmental Assessment process

26



What You Can Do What You Can Do –– FishFish
If you have knowledge of local fish habitat 

What You Can Do What You Can Do FishFish

and how it could be permanently adversely 
affected by the proposed power station, 
please contact us or Jennifer McCarthyplease contact us, or Jennifer McCarthy, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 705 746-2196, 
extension 253
Jeff Esplen and others worked with the MNR 
on improving the spawning beds in the areap g p g
Constant flow and water levels are critical and 
key times in the spawning cycleskey times in the spawning cycles

27



What You Can Do What You Can Do –– AssociationsAssociations

Discuss your concerns about the Bala Falls 
power station project with your local 
associations and groups

D t i if ti b b ht f d t• Determine if a motion can be brought forward at 
your group’s next meeting to request an elevation 
to an Individual Environmental Assessment
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What you can do What you can do -- FeedbackFeedback
Time to hear what the community wants
Provide us with your feedback nowProvide us with your feedback now
• A: Leave SREL to proceed with Option 2
• B: Attempt to stop all development at the siteB: Attempt to stop all development at the site
• C: Work for a balanced solution in the South 

Channel

• Please e-mail us:
• If you’d rather provide feedback privately

Wi h• With your comments

• We’ll post everything on the web site
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Show of Hands Show of Hands –– AAShow of Hands Show of Hands AA

Leave SREL to 
proceed with p

Option 2Option 2
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Show of Hands Show of Hands –– BBShow of Hands Show of Hands BB

Attemptp
to stop allto stop all 

developmentdevelopment
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Show of Hands Show of Hands –– CCShow of Hands Show of Hands CC

Work for a 
Solution in the  
South ChannelSouth Channel 
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Keep CommunicatingKeep Communicating
E-mail:
• Please e-mail your comments and concerns to

info@SaveTheBalaFalls cominfo@SaveTheBalaFalls.com

Documents and updates, e-mail sign-up:
• http://SaveTheBalaFalls.com

Bala Falls Community Association
• http://balafalls.spaces.live.com
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