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1) Subscribe to our e-Newsletter 
 • The link is at the top-right at SaveTheBalaFalls.com


2) Become a Member of SaveTheBalaFalls.com 
• Click the Membership tab 


3) Follow us on Twitter at @SaveBalaFalls 
• We’re also on Facebook at Save the Bala Falls


4) Learn about the issue 
• Articles are all listed in the right-column


5) Make a donation 
• The Donation tab has details on how  
   you can receive a charitable donation  
   tax receipt 
• We need to build up our Legal  
  Challenge Fund


6) Ask your MPP why the province  
will protect turtles and moose,  
but not people


7) Contact us if you have any questions  
or comments 
• We’re at info@SaveTheBalaFalls.com

CLS 04-16 v5

The Government of Ontario has cancelled proposed wind turbine 
projects at Ostrander Point and Thunder Bay  

to protect turtle and moose habitat. 

Why won’t the government protect people? 

Why is the government protecting a private developer  
who is reneging on their public safety commitments for Bala?

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
SAVE THE BALA FALLS
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Proposed hydro-electric generating 
station at the Bala falls

The Government of Ontario began this process over ten years ago,  
stating they would require Bala’s tourism and economy to be maintained. 

The developer committed they would not generally diminish  
the public’s enjoyment of the area for swimming or boating. 

We now know the proposed project would be deadly dangerous,  
and the government is not requiring the developer to: 
      •  Provide a plan of how they think this could be operated safely. 
      •  Present a construction plan that doesn’t risk flooding Lake Muskoka. 

As the developer is reneging on safety commitments they made,  
the government can cancel this proposed project without having  

to pay any costs or penalty.

Premier Wynne, we care about: 
‣Public safety 
‣Bala’s economy 

       Why don’t you?



Bala’s economy is based on tourism

2 3

While Bracebridge and other towns have a diversified economy,  
Bala’s is based on tourism. Anybody can wade or fish for free,  
bring a picnic lunch and climb on the rocks for free, even the  
parking and washrooms are free. 

But the proposed Bala generating station would make all this water and 
shoreline too dangerous, and would take 94% of the water from the falls 
– further harming the area’s economy. 

In 2008, a 16-year-old boy drowned due to the turbulent water exiting 
the nearby Wilson’s Falls generating station – the danger is real. 

The proposed Bala generating station would be just a few feet from the 
extremely popular in-water recreational areas in these photographs.

Public and private docks

The fast, turbulent, and churning 
water exiting the proposed 

generating station would be just  
a few feet from the extremely 

popular in-water recreational area

Base of the Bala north falls

Hydro-electric generating stations  
in the wrong place are deadly

The proposed Bala station would be far more dangerous, as it would: 
 •  Have more than ten times the flow. 
 •  Be in an area far more popular for in-water recreation. 
 •  Start, without warning or local operator, at about noon on summer days.

“We want to 
make sure it 
doesn’t 
happen again”

“something … 
pulled [him] 
under the 
water”

Bracebridge Generation, the owner/ operator 
of the Wilson’s Falls generating station 
reported at an industry conference that the 
drowning was due to the turbulent water 
exiting their generating station.
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