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Sanzo, Adam (ENE)

From: Harrison2, Michael (ENE)

Sent: July 23, 2010 9:45 AM

To: Sanzo, Adam (ENE)

Subject: FW: Bala Falls - confidential - NOT FOR PUBLIC DtSTRtBUT|ON

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Red

Attachments: Bala - Purk's Place agreement-blacked out.pdf

Michael Harrison
Supervisor, Project Review Unit
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch

Tel: 476-314-7237
E ma i I : m iehael. ha rrisqn2 @_ont_al:io-,ca

From: KMcGhee MKE [mailto:kmcghee@m-k-e.ca]
Sent: July 15, 2010 9:40 AM
To: 'Robeftson, Al'
Cc: Rudzki, Kristina (ENE); Harrison2, Michael (ENE); 'Anthony Zwig'
Subject: Bala Falls - confidential - NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRiBUTION

Al: Please find attached a copy of the agreement with Purk's Place as discussed.

Please note that this email is not to be released under the Freedom of lnformation
Act, as per section 20.(1) it contains confidential information being provided to the
government and is treated consistently in a confidential material, and per section 20
(1) c) disclosure could reasonably be expected to interfere with contractual
obligations of a third party.
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www.balafalls.ca
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Swiit iliver Energly Limited /.sA€tJ ;s a fiA?6 Can*dian av"tned ccffipany with tt mission ta deveiap small, to"v'

impn*, run-of -river'tvaterpower 5e nerating f acitities. 5,?51 is *rrently in the iinal staEes of the

Environtnental Scrr:ening pracess ior the construction of a 4-5 MW run-of-river',voterpower t'ncility at the

Mirtistry af i,iaturalResource'sfit/llR, exisfing Narth }a!a Dam. fltis rvas ane of tl'te jirst sifes &?#fi rc/easedt as

part *f its contpetitive site release orcgrarn in 2AA5. The &ala Falls proiect exemplifies Muskcks's

tarnmitrnenf fo coasery atlan cnd rene,rvable power, 3y praducing power lacsllv, the need for new larqe

trsnsrnission line prajects in the area is reduced. The project wilt generate in excess of 5,AA0 persofl days a.f

iabaur durlng the canstruction period. A lurge percent{}ge of the estimated $M.s m;ttion totnl *nstluctian

casts is expected to be spent lacally. ;REL are planning on burying the powerhause and professionally

!*ndscaping on top ta create a pubtic park y' sunset lookout canplete with interpretive signage describing the

heritage af the area and lts raats in renewable energy. By developing this prciect, SREL';uitl help Antario

retlize its gaals u*der the 6reen €nergy Act af: expanding Anftrio's use af clean and renewable s*urces of

1:nergy; ereatlng SA,AA0 "rSreen c*llar" jobs over the next 3 Yeors; and protectittg the environment by

*ffsetting coal generation and its related gre*nhause gas (OHQ) emissions in the fitJht against dimate

ch*nqe.

2010109107



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix C





Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix D



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix E





Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix F



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix G



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix H



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix I



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix J



Administrator
Text Box
 Appendix K



 
25 Lower Links Road 
Toronto, ON  M2P 1H5
Mitchell@Shnier.com 

February 1, 2017 

Mr. Frank Belerique 
Swift River Energy Limited 
2300 Yonge Street, Suite 801, P.O. box 2300 
Toronto, ON  M4P 1E4 
Telephone: 416 864-9977  
E-mail: FBelerique@horizonlegacy.com 

Hello Frank: 

Re: Proposed hydro-electric generating station at the Bala falls 

As you may know, the public has many unaddressed public safety concerns for the 
proposed hydro-electric generating station at the Bala falls, for which the company you 
work for is the proponent. 

As detailed in our letter of May 10, 2016 which was both hand-delivered to your office and 
e-mailed to you, we have previously sent you and your company several e-mails and letters 
on these concerns but other than your e-mail of May 10, 2016 confirming receipt we have 
not received any replies from you or your company. We therefore would appreciate a 
response to the concerns below. 

1) Proposed downstream safety boom 
a) The attached graphic is a composite of: 

 A Bing satellite photograph of the area surrounding the proposed project. 
 An overlay of the proposed downstream safety boom taken from the June 25, 

2014 approval which Transport Canada issued under the Navigation 
Protection Act for this proposed project. 

 An overlay of the flow simulation taken from the last page of the 2012 
Addendum for the Environmental Screening Report for this proposed project. 
This simulation is for a flow through the proposed generating station of 98 
m³/s, which historical flow data shows would occur an average of 21 days 
each summer. 

Transport Canada has no mandate or expertise for in-water recreation such as 
swimming, wading, and Scuba diving. Also, as an unscheduled waterway under 
the Navigation Protection Act, Transport Canada has no responsibility for 
assessing boating safety in the Moon River. Therefore, their approval does not 
address these public safety concerns. 

b) Transport Canada reports that the maximum safe water velocity for canoeing and 
kayaking is 0.5 to 0.7 m/s, yet your own company’s information shown on this 
composite graphic shows the water exiting the proposed generating station 
would have a velocity of more than twice this, extending more than 160' outside 
and downstream of the proposed safety boom. 
This fast water would be even more dangerous for people swimming, which is a 
popular activity in the area downstream of the proposed generating station. 
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In the Addendum for the Environmental Screening Report for this proposed 
project, it was stated in Section 6.2.4 and shown in Figure 6.4 that the operation 
of this proposed project would only make areas within the downstream safety 
boom dangerous. 
It would therefore appear that this proposed project would not comply with the 
2013 environmental approval received from the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change, which requires that: “Swift River Energy Limited must 
implement the Project in the manner it was developed and designed, as set out in 
the Environmental Screening Report”. 

c) Through a competitive process, Swift River Energy Limited was selected based 
on their July 2005 proposal in which the commitment was made that this 
proposed project would “not generally diminish the public’s enjoyment of the area 
for swimming, boating ...”. 
As the waters made dangerous by this proposed project would extend outside of 
the proposed downstream safety boom, it would appear this statement in the 
proposal was inaccurate and misleading.  

d) The Canadian Dam Association’s 2011 Guidelines for Public Safety Around 
Dams defines a safety boom as a “physical barrier to delineate a dangerous 
water area”. 
As the water made dangerous by the proposed hydro-electric generating station 
would extend outside of the proposed downstream safety boom, it would appear 
this safety boom would not comply with the Canadian Dam Association’s public 
safety guidelines. 

2) Providing warning to the public before operation would begin 
a) The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s Public Safety Measures Plan 

for the Bala falls dams, March 2011, requires that the public be warned before 
flow is increased to the Moon River. 

b) Yet the May 24, 2012 Minister’s decision for your environmental assessment 
notes your company has stated there would be no warning to the public before 
operation would begin. 

c) Historical flow data shows that your proposed generating station would operate 
in cycled mode and therefore start operation daily on about ⅓ of summer days. 

It would therefore appear that your proposed operation would not comply with MNRF 
safety requirements. 

Conclusion 

3) It would appear the design and operation of the proposed hydro-electric generating 
station at the Bala falls would not comply with the: 
a) Environmental approval received from the MOECC in 2013. 
b) Proposal submitted to the MNRF in July 2005. 
c) Canadian Dam Association’s public safety guidelines. 
d) MNRF’s Public Safety Measures Plan for the Bala falls dams. 
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4) As design changes may be required, we request that before any further approvals are 

sought or awarded, the public be informed how the proposed generating station could 
be operated safely. 

5) Please respond with how the design and operation of the proposed hydro-electric 
generating station at the Bala falls would comply with all required safety commitments 
and measures, such as those above. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mitchell Shnier 
 
 



 

Proposed safety boom locations and flow simulation for proposed Bala hydro-electric generating station 
Flow simulation at full capacity, which would happen an average of 21 days every summer 

Turbulent water exiting the proposed generating station’s tailrace would be: 
• Just as fast and dangerous outside of the proposed downstream safety boom as within it. 
• Only 10' from the in-water recreational area to the north, and directly adjacent to the public area to the south. 
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Government of Ontario Site Map Français

 About the Registry    Search    How do I ...?    MyEBR     FAQs    Links    Contact Us    Home  

Instrument Proposal Notice:

Proponent:    Swift River Energy Limited operating as Swift River Limited Partnership
2300 Yonge Street
2300
Post Office Box Delivery 2300
Toronto Ontario
Canada M4P 1E4
Instrument Type:    Environmental Compliance Approval (project type: sewage) - EPA
Part II.1-sewage

 

EBR  Registry  Number:   
012-7735
Ministry Reference Number:
3984-9PWP5T
Ministry:
Ministry  of  the  Environment  and
Climate Change
Date  Proposal  loaded  to  the
Registry:
May 30, 2016

 
 

This proposal notice was originally posted on the Environmental Registry on May 30, 2016 with a 45 day comment period ending
on July 14, 2016.

Upon further review, it has been discovered that the instrument was posted in error.  The instrument under consideration by the
ministry was subject to requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) and is therefore exempted from posting on
the registry.

The ministry will consider all comments submitted by July 14, 2016 in reference to this posting and will issue a decision notice
when the Director has made their decision.

Leave to appeal rights do not apply to this posting.

 
Keyword(s):    Wastewater  |  Sewage

The comment period for this proposal is now over.
 

Description of Instrument:

The  proposal is  for a new Environmental  Compliance  Approval (Industrial  Sewage) for
Swift River Energy Limited operating as Swift River Limited Partnership.

This application is for the approval of a temporary stormwater management works to serve
a  4.5  MW  Hydro  Electric  Generating  Station  located  at  3111  Muskoka  Road,  in  the
Township of Muskoka Lakes, District Municipality of Muskoka.

The proposed stormwater management works consist of  Settling Tanks and a temporary
SWM pond or equivalent and  will  provide  effluent quality, erosion and sediment control
during the construction of a waterpower generation station and will discharge to Moon River
and Lake Muskoka.

Public Consultation:

This proposal was posted for a 45 day public review and comment period starting May 30,
2016. Comments were to be received by July 14, 2016.

All comments  received during the comment period are being considered as part of  the
decision-making process by the Ministry.

Please Note: All  comments  and submissions  received  have become part of  the  public
record.

 
Contact:

Application Assessment Officer
Ministry  of  the  Environment  and
Climate Change
Operations Division
Environmental  Approvals  Access
and Service Integration Branch
Application Verification Unit
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Floor 1
Toronto Ontario
M4V 1P5
Phone: (416) 314-8001
Fax: (416) 314-8452
Toll Free Phone: (800) 461-6290

Location(s)  Related  to
this Instrument:

Muskoka Lakes District Municipality
of Muskoka P0C 1A0

Lot:33 Concession:7 Wood
District Municipality of Muskoka

Environmental Registry

http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/displaynoticecontent.do?noticeId=MTI4NzE0&statusId=MTk0NjYw&lang...
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TOWNSHIP  OF  MUSKOKA
LAKES

Additional Information:

The  following  government
offices  have  additional
information  regarding  this
Proposal. To arrange a viewing
of these documents please call
the  Ministry  Contact  or  the
Office listed below.

Barrie District Office
54 Cedar Pointe Drive
Unit 1203
Barrie Ontario
L4N 5R7
Phone: (705) 739-6441
Toll Free Phone: (800) 890-8511

Environmental  Approvals  Access
and Service Integration Branch
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Floor 1
Toronto Ontario
M4V1P5
Phone: (416) 314-8001
Toll Free Phone: (800) 461-6290

The materials on this web site are protected by Crown copyright. You may copy and re-distribute any of
the Environmental Bill of Rights information on this web site provided that the contents remain unchanged
and the source of the contents is clearly referenced. You are not permitted to alter or add to the contents.

ONTARIO HOME | CONTACTS | HELP | SITE MAP | FRANÇAIS

This site is maintained by the Government of Ontario, Canada.

PRIVACY | IMPORTANT NOTICES

Copyright information: © Queen's Printer for Ontario, 1994-2016

Environmental Registry

http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/displaynoticecontent.do?noticeId=MTI4NzE0&statusId=MTk0NjYw&lang...



Public Safety Around Dams Presentation
Power of Water Conference

October 19 ,2010
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 Bracebridge, ON



Wilson Falls



Saturday July 26, 2008
 Mid afternoon received the call that there may be a 

drowning near our facility from our on-call personal.
 Arrive on site minutes later.  Police, ambulance, fire 

department and Bracebridge Generation staff onsite.
 Helicopters perform aerial search of site looking for signs 

of the young man.  Water is tea colored and makes it 
difficult to see anybody below a few feet of water.

 Family of young man arrived during search.  OPP relations 
team occupying them as search continued.

 Search called off at dusk.  Everyone left the site.  
Bracebridge Generation staff the last to leave and lock up.



Sunday July 27th, continued
 Less than an hour with the search and recovery unit, young 

man is found and brought to shore.
 This unit is very efficient, professional and quick.  They 

were packed up and off site within five minutes of 
recovering the body.

 The local undertaker was onsite with the hearse, but was 
unable to traverse down the hill.

 OPP and Bracebridge Generation staff, placed young man 
in a body bag, placed on a gurney and carried him into the 
awaiting hearse.

 The family watched the events unfold.  OPP professionals 
at their side.



Josue Sebastian Perez
 Born:  July 7, 1992
 Died:  July 26, 2008



Incident Review

 OPP informed us that there was a group of boys skateboarding in 
the area.

 They were looking for a place to swim to cool down.
 Local resident gave them directions to a public swimming area.  

We believe they drove past and ended up at our generation site.
 The oldest was 21, the youngest was 12.  Jose was 14 years old.  

The 21 year old climbed over the rocks, jumped in and swam 
through the discharge from the tailrace and over to the rocks on 
the falls.

 The youngest refused to go, thinking it was too unsafe.  Jose was 
coerced by his peers into the water where he attempted to swim 
though the current but was overcome and didn’t make it.
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Proposed generating station would make the water dangerous 
outside of their proposed downstream safety boom

Proposed hydro‐electric generating 
station would start without

Proposed downstream safety 

station would start without 
warning

Proponent’s flow simulation shows 
water outside of proposed safety

p y
boom

water outside of proposed safety 
boom would be at least double the 

speed considers safe

Proponent’s proposed portage 
would encourage canoeing and 

kayaking through dangerous water 
outside of safety boomoutside of safety boom

Township’s Portage Landing
7 of 18
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Mitchell Shnier

From: Mitchell Shnier
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 1:12 PM
To: Nordin, Sayla (MNRF)
Cc: 'Steve.Shapka@ontario.ca'; 'Troy Cockriell'
Subject: MNRF staff attempting to ignore and avoid public safety issues for proposed hydro-electric generating station at 

the Bala falls
Attachments: 06207-A0263656, Mitchell Shnier's letters 'This is more bullshit'.pdf; 07175-A0264005, Mitchell Shnier's letters 

'falsified and Have become equally bizarre'.pdf; 07836-A0264273, Mitchell Shnier's request is 'Total silliness'.pdf

Hello Sayla, 
 
This Thursday will be exactly one year since Troy and I met with your predecessor Stevie 
O'Brien, and as of today it has been five weeks since we met with you. 
 
We have presented unaddressed issues to you in; letters copied to you dated November 8 
and December 3, 2016, a letter e-mailed to you dated November 14, 2016, and an e-mail 
sent to you November 10, 2016. 
 
After all these meetings and letters, we still have not received answers to our questions. As 
our questions are about; serious issues of public safety, damage to crucial public 
infrastructure, and bankrupting a local business, these do need to be addressed now to avoid 
future embarrassment and liability. 
 
I am sure you are receiving strong push-back from your staff that they feel they have 
previously responded to these concerns, to which I note:  
 
• Some key MNRF staff are attempting to discredit me, as shown by the attached e-mails in 

which they call my letters; "Total silliness", "falsified", "have become equally bizarre", 
and "This is more bullshit". 

 
• I would accept such comments if they were accompanied by examples or justification. 

What is troubling about these comments is that they are not backed-up by any facts, and 
so are as malicious as gossip. 

 
• I know that your staff feel my letters are repetitive, this is because they refuse to actually 

provide answers. To be blunt, SaveTheBalaFalls.com continues to pursue these issues 
because drowning unsuspecting tourists is unacceptable. That several of my most 
carefully-researched letters have not received any reply appears to be very telling. 

 
We would like to meet with you to discuss what you have learned about the concerns we 
have presented in our letters to you. 
 
Would you be available to meet on December 19 or 20. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Mitchell Shnier, on behalf of SaveTheBalaFalls.com 
25 Lower Links Road 
Toronto, ON  M2P 1H5 
 
Telephone: 416 222-1430 
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E-mail: Mitchell@Shnier.com 
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